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Background
Develop a checklist for authorizing shipping of infectious substance as part of security 
planning for the shipping program. The checklist will provide information for the authorizing 
body to aid in decision making on whether to support the shipment of Biological materials.

Justification/Rationale
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No. Laboratory Management

1 Reduce unnecessary shipping of biological 
materials

Reduce cost of shipping

2 Ensure the shipping of biological materials 
were performed correctly

Help in decision making regarding shipping 
infectious substance

3 Avoid misuse of biological materials by 
unauthorized person

Reduce the shipping-related biosecurity 
risks

4 Reduce the shipping-related biosecurity 
risks

Reduce potential legal ramification

5 Provide deterrence for lab personnel 
(insider threat) from potential misconduct

Protect reputation of institution

6 Material control and accountability being 
enforced and implemented

Serve as an oversight mechanism in 
managing transportation security risks that 
arise from transportation activities.



Objectives

1. To find more information - more fact finding, look for 
more examples, assess the need

2. Combine information and modify according to institution
3. Assembling and curating the checklist 
4. Pilot test in labs to find out the feasibility and 

functionality of the developed checklist
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Methodology and Resources

1. Assigned tasks to team members
2. Compile and share all information in the Google Drive 
3. Design the checklist
4. Pilot test the drafted checklist at each team members’ 

institutions
5. Create a working Google Form to gather all feedbacks from 

Pilot test
6. Customize or improve the checklist to cater lab 

requirements (If needed)
7. Finalize and present the checklist 
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Results
– BIOLOGICAL MATERIALS SHIPPPING AUTHORIZATION CHECKLIST
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Pilot Test Results
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Question 1
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Question 2
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Question 3
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Question 4
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Additional Comment of the Checklist

“Currently, we have no requirement to use this 
checklist as we do not have any legislative 

policies in place for the movement of biological 
materials. The checklist may be more useful in 

research setting.”
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Conclusions

The checklist developed in the shipping project is in the 
form of a questionnaire to provide authorizing body 
information to aid in decision making on whether to 
authorize the shipment of biological materials. 

Oversight mechanism for shipping security is in place as 
part of biosecurity management program for the 
institution. 

The checklist developed may be used as a general guide. 
Each institution/country may have different requirements 
and procedures for the safe and secure movement of 
biological materials. They are welcome to adapt the 
checklist as required.
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